MARLOW COUNCIL

Court Garden, Pound Lane, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2AG

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE PINK ROOM, COURT GARDEN, MARLOW

AT 7.00pm ON TUESDAY 4™ MARCH 2025

Present

Town Mayor Clir D Brown
Deputy Mayor Cllr C Stapley
Leader Clir C Funnell
Councillors C Heap

N Marshall

R Scott

J Towns
Town Clerk Mrs H Martin
Admin Officer Mrs D Abbott

Public present 17

M.89.24

M.90.24

M.91.24

M.92.24

Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from ClIr C Hoyle, Clir N Mityaeva and Clir R Wilson.

Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest.

Communications from the Town Mayor

6™ February - Open evening for Jane Young Wellness Clinic — ClIr Stapley attended

8™ February - Marlow Round Table Bench unveiling

15™ February - Christmas tree winners’ presentation

15 February - Visit to Kingfisher Care Home, Bourne End for coffee, cake and a chat with
the residents

16 February - Chairman of Buckinghamshire's Civic Service — ClIr Scott attended

1** March - Dave Bull, Bishop of Buckingham Welcome Service

1°* March - Gerrards Cross Civic Service — ClIr Scott attended

Clir D Brown | Town Mayor

Report from Leader of the Council

The Leader noted that as we move into spring, Marlow continues to thrive. He reiterated
that the Council’s budget had been approved with a zero increase on the precept. Clir Funnell
said that with a clean audit and healthy reserves the current administration was closing their
term of office in the strongest of positions. With elections coming soon, the Leader
expressed his thanks to all Councillors and retiring Councillors for their dedication and hard
work and wished the new administration all the very best for the future.

He went to on extend his sympathy and support to those within our community, and
elsewhere, who are affected by war and conflict.

In closing the Leader commended Rev Cannon Dave Bull, Bishop of Buckingham on his new
role and thanked him for his service to the people of Marlow. He welcomed Rev Sarah Jones
in her new role and wished her well.

Clir F Funnell | Leader
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M.93.24

M.94.24

M.95.24

M.96.24

M.97.24

M.98.24

Town Council Minutes

RESOLVED:
THAT THE MINUTES DATED 28.01.2025 WERE APPROVED AND SIGNED

Pensions Discretion Policy

Council is required by Buckinghamshire Council Local Government Pension Scheme to review
its current policy on discretionary pension arrangements. With the support of the Bucks
Pension team, the policy has been reviewed and can be viewed here. There are no changes
to the current approved Policy, the document has now been formatted for each specific
regulation.

RESOLVED:
THAT MEMBERS APPROVED THE DISCRETIONARY PENSION POLICY

Interim Audit Report
The internal auditor had completed his interim audit and the report can be viewed here with
the officer comments.

RESOLVED:
THAT MEMBERS APPROVED THE INTERIM AUDIT REPORT AND NOTED THE COMMENTS

Model Publication Scheme

Council is required to review its publication scheme as a requirement from the ICO. The
publication scheme has been reviewed, and Council is advised to adopt the ICO Model
Publication Scheme (version 3) which can be viewed here.

RESOLVED:
THAT COUNCIL ADOPTED THE ICO MODEL PUBLICATION SCHEME (VERSION 3)

Review of Internal Control Policy
Council is required to annually review the policy on Internal Control. The policy has been
reviewed, and no changes are recommended. The Policy can be viewed here.

RESOLVED:
THAT MEMBERS APPROVED THE INTERNAL CONTROL POLICY

Table Tennis Table Higginson Park

The Environment and Wellbeing Committee are recommending the installation of a concrete
table tennis table in Higginson Park. This proposal has been approved by Buckinghamshire
Council and the Higginson Park Trust.

The full proposal can be viewed here.

RESOLVED:

THAT MEMBERS APPROVED THE ENVIRONMENT AND WELLBEING COMMITTEE’S PROPOSAL
TO PROCEED WITH THE INSTALLATION OF THE TABLE WITH CONTRACTOR 2 AT A COST OF
£6143 FROM CIL (COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY) RESERVES
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https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/MTC-Discretions-Policy-Draft-2025.pdf
https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2024-25_Marlow_Town_Council_Interim_Internal_Audit_Observations-with-comments-TC-agenda.xlsx
https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/model-publication-scheme-to-adopt.pdf
https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Internal-Control-Policy-V.1.-approved-12.03.2024-M.106.24.pdf
https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Quotes-for-concrete-table-tennis-table-Higginson-Park-1.pdf

M.99.24

M.100.24

M.101.24

M.102.24

Direct Debit and Standing Order Review

RESOLVED:
THAT MEMBERS APPROVED THE DIRECT DEBITS AND STANDING ORDERS SCHEDULE DATED
2025

Regular Payments Review
Members were asked to review and approve the regular payments made by Marlow Town
Council:

Payments

Salaries Town Council officers, Town Mayor Allowance
Tax and NI contributions HMRC

Pension contributions Buckinghamshire Council

RESOLVED:

THAT MEMBERS APPROVED THE REGULAR PAYMENTS MADE BY MARLOW TOWN COUNCIL
AS DETAILED ABOVE

Committee Minutes

RESOLVED:

THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL NOTED ALL THE COMMITTEE MINUTES PUBLISHED SINCE THE
LAST MEETING

Information Reports

A) Building costs, new sink installation

The sink in the office toilet had come away from the wall and cracked and had to replaced at
a cost of £685.

B) FOI received on January 29, 2025
The office has received and published the following FOI request:-

FOI received on January 29" 2025

“Any advice given by Bucks County Council’s monitoring office to the leader, clerk and other
counsellors regarding correction of the public statement made by the leader and others in
2023 that the overwhelming majority of the Marlow electorate supported the Marlow film
studio application”

It was reported in the local press that the Leader of the Town Council needed to amend the
wording of the public statement as it was misleading prompting Clir Scott’s resubmission to
the planning portal. We would like to confirm this.”

All FOI requests are published on the website here

https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/foi-requests/

MEMBERS NOTED THE REPORTS
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https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Direct-Debit-Schedule-2024-25-1.doc
https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/foi-requests/

M.103.24

M.104.24

M.105.24

Reports from Outside Bodies
Clir N Marshall
Reported attending a meeting of the Marlow Society.

Cllr J Towns

Reported attending a meeting of BidBoard and confirmed that new signs were being installed
on the business park with more to follow. Work was progressing on the revised car park
planning application.

Clir C Funnell
Reported that the Marlow Town Regatta and Festival Committee were progressing well with
plans for 2025 and stressed that the event needed sponsorship.

Reports from Buckinghamshire Council

Clir CHeap

Confirmed the Budget had been agreed with an increase of 4.99%, 2% of which was for social
care.

The South West Chiltern Community Board would be meeting tomorrow at Marlow C of E
School. The Eco Shed, a project supported by the board tomorrow, would be on display.
Other projects would also be showcased. Everyone was welcome to attend.

With reference to the forthcoming local elections; the polling station located at Spinfield
School would be moving to the United Reform Church.

Cllr J Towns

With reference to the forthcoming local elections; the polling station located at Foxes Piece
School would be moving to the Royal British Legion. Foxes Piece school had launched a
consultation regarding reducing their admission age.

The new ditch team are moving forward with the planning application- residents who are to
be impacted will be invited to a consultation.

The CCTV system in Marlow was being upgraded with 24/7 monitoring jointly between BC
and police.

The yellow lines in Station Road were due to commence and Marlow Bridge has a live web
page so residents can chart progress. Working with the Marlow Society the Town Walk
revival is underway. Little Marlow Road was due for patch repairs and disruption could be
expected.

Date of next meeting:
Tuesday 22.04.2025 at 7.00pm

Meeting closed at 7.25pm

Town Mayor
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