MARLOWTOWNCOUNCIL

Court Garden, Pound Lane, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2AG

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 28" JANUARY 2025 AT 7.00pm IN THE PINK
ROOM, COURT GARDEN, MARLOW

Present Town Mayor Clir D Brown at 7.40pm
Deputy Mayor Clir C Stapley
Leader Clir C Funnell
Councillors C Heap
N Marshall
N Mityaeva
R Scott
J Towns
Town Clerk Mrs H Martin
Deputy Clerk Mrs K Joy
Admin Officer Mrs D Abbott
Public 39

Prior to the start of the meeting, a minute silence was held in memory of Howard Bellairs, who was
Town Clerk at Marlow Town Council from 1998 —2011.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:
Deputy Mayor asked for questions from the public.

23 members of the public spoke on the subject of the Smartphone and Children Statement. All were parents
of children who were at school locally. In summary the speakers expressed their concern regarding children

using smartphones below the age of 14. Evidence was given to highlight the negative impact on the mental

and physical health of children using smartphones and the detrimental impact it has on their ability to learn,

focus and engage at school.

Calls were made on Marlow Town Council to take the lead on this issue in Buckinghamshire and for
leadership on a wider level.

A meeting would be taking place on 5% February to start a face to face discussion and attendance from
representatives of Marlow Town Council would be welcomed.

M.73.24 Apologies for absence
Clir Hoyle, Clir Wilson and for lateness from Clir D Brown.

M.74.24 Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest.

M.75.24 Communications from the Town Mayor

5% December — Late night shopping
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M.76.24

M.77.24

M.78.24

M.79.24

13" December — Sea Cadet Mess Dinner and Awards evening
17" December — Carols on the Causeway

22" December — Carols by Candlelight

Clir D Brown | Town Mayor

Report from Leader of the Council

Cllr Funnell thanked the public for attending and praised the schools in Marlow. The use of
smartphones was an issue close to his heart and he has spoken with various health
professionals on the matter. He felt the key was to have parents and teachers being aware of
the issue.

He hoped everyone had had a good Christmas, praised the marvellous Christmas lights in
Marlow and went on to thank sponsors, members and officers for their work. Naomi Riches
MBE DL was thanked for switching the lights on.

The Resources Committee Chairman, committee members and the office were thanked for
their work in putting the 2025-26 budget proposals forward.

It was noted that business is doing well in Marlow with a very good level of occupation in the
town centre.

In closing, Cllr Funnell looked forward to the year ahead and stated that we should put young
people at the centre of everything the Council does.

Town Council Minutes dated 03.12.2024
RESOLVED:
THAT THE MINUTES DATED 03.12.2024 WERE AGREED AND SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD

Management Accounts
RESOLVED:
THAT THE MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS DATED 30.11.2024 WERE APPROVED

Smartphones and Children Statement

RESOLVED:

THAT THE COUNCIL ADOPT THE SMARTPHONES AND CHILDREN STATEMENT AND ENGAGE
WITH MARLOW SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND COMMUNITY GROUPS, AS AN INITIATIVE OF
THE ENVIRONMENT AND WELLBEING COMMITTEE, TO ASCERTAIN LEVELS OF SUPPORT THAT
MAY BE REQUIRED AND COULD BE PROVIDED THROUGH COUNCIL RESOURCES, AND TO
COMMIT COUNCIL SUPPORT AS A TOP PRIORITY AND

THAT THE STATEMENT BE CIRCULATED TO ALL SCHOOLS IN MARLOW
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https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Smartphones-Children-Statement.docx

M.80.24

M.81.24

M.82.24

M.83.24

M.84.24

Technical and Management Support Fees

Funding was sought for technical and management support fees to stage Television coverage
in Marlow Higginson park, in promotion of our local hero and statesman for the town, Sir
Steve Redgrave, five times Olympian.

RESOLVED:

MEMBERS APPROVED EXPENDITURE OF £250 FOR THIS EVENT FROM EVENTS RESERVES
SUBJECT TO FILMING TAKING PLACE AND THE FEES NOT BEING MET BY THE PRODUCTION
COMPANY

Ace Places Sponsorship

RECOMMENDED:

THAT MEMBERS AGREED TO CONTINUE TO HAVE A CARD IN THE MARLOW PLAYING CARDS
DECK FOR A FUTHER YEAR AT A COST OF £100

Budget 2025-26
Click here for the Income and Expenditure Forecast Statement 2024-25 and 2025-26 budget.

RESOLVED:
1. THAT MEMBERS APPROVED THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FORECAST

2. THAT MEMBERS APPROVED THE PROPOSED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE BUDGET FOR
2025-26 AND

3. THAT IN PURSUANCE OF ITS POWERS CONFERRED BY SECTION 137 OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

(AS AMENDED) THE TOWN COUNCIL: -

APPROVED PROPOSED EXPENDITURE FOR 2025-6 ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WHICH IN THE
OPINION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL ARE IN THE INTERESTS OF THE TOWN OR ITS
INHABITANTS:

MAYORAL FUNCTIONS AND CIVIC EVENTS; GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

GRANTS £2,000 INCLUDED IN THE BUDGET WITH RESOURCES COMMITTEE GRANTED THE
POWER TO AWARD A FURTHER £6000 FROM RESERVES ; TOWN TWINNING ; CHRISTMAS
TREE AND DECORATIONS; FLORAL DISPLAYS AND SUMMER BUNTING ; ALLOTMENT PRIZES;
COMMUNITY, LEISURE AND ENTERTAINMENT

YOUTH PROJECT; SECURITY PATROLS ; TOWN BUS

Members and Officers were thanked for their work in producing the budget. Resources
Committee Chairman would circulate the budget workings to all members.

Precept 2025-26

RESOLVED:

THAT THE MARLOW TOWN COUNCIL PRECEPT FOR THE YEAR 2025-26 BE IN THE SUM OF
£384,179.77

Committee Minutes

RESOLVED:

THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL NOTED ALL THE COMMITTEE MINUTES PUBLISHED SINCE THE
LAST MEETING
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https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Income-and-Expenditure-Forecast-Statement-2024-25-and-2025-26-Proposed-Budget.pdf

M.85.24 Information Reports
a) Floral Displays
Council to note the overspend of £2,949 on Floral displays this year due to increased costs
and vandalism.

MEMBERS NOTED THE REPORT

M.86.24 Reports from Outside Bodies
ClIr R Scott
Reported attending a meeting of the Chamber of Trade and Commerce.

M.87.24 Reports from Buckinghamshire Council
Cllr J Towns
Reported attending a meeting of the Chamber of Trade and Commerce. Bidco were working

with Buckinghamshire Council on the Fieldhouse Lane car park proposal.

M.88.24 Date of next meeting
Tuesday 04.03.2025 at 7.00pm

Meeting closed at 8.00pm
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