




2400 in support of this application and 1,200 against .
Marlow Town Council members have followed in detail the elements of the
application as it evolved and careful note of statutory consultee inputs and
resident input to make an informed and fact driven representation. Councillors
have attended representations at public consultations and soundings to inform
themselves of the detail which were extensive. On balance, there is very positive
support for the application currently, regardless of residents' exact locations in
the county and this support is reflected in the representations made so far, with
a near 2:1 ratio in favour, which aligns with the messaging coming from our
Marlow residents.
Marlow Town Council has therefore informally consulted its entire membership
group of Councillors at a members' only meeting (not an official Council meeting)
through a democratic extensive debate and discussion on the 24th of August
2023 - (see meeting note below *)
By majority vote, we have decided to fully support this application and not raise
any objections to the proposed development. We recognize that our local
Planning Authority (Bucks Council) will determine the lawfulness of the
application's outcome, and its strategic planning group will convene to review the
application at a point determined by them. The observations in coming to this
decision and noted below.
(Note: Members agreed that the transport element of this application is complex,
and statutory consultee comments and reporting have not yet been finalized .
Such complexities can only be determined by data and analysis conducted by
experts regarding highways operations .
In coming to our decision to fully support this application the following points and
observations from the application were noted :
The site has historically been gravel pits that have ceased to operate over time
and have been used for land backfill, waste disposal, and have been poorly
remediated and landfilled. The development seeks to reclaim and regenerate a
large area of very low-quality contaminated landfill that is mostly inaccessible to
the public, other than a basic footpath dissecting its area from its public
intersection from the Volvo footbridge to Little Marlow.

Historical attempts to establish the site as a country park have been in
discussion since the late 70,s and as such a long term a legacy of waste dumps,
waste processing and unlicensed activities have continued over the years. It is
apparent that commitments could offer a future joined-up solution that will allow
the implementation of a well-managed adjunct to the Spade Oak area by
creating enhanced access to those areas in the future .
It is noted the applicant intends to use roughly 50 acres of a 150-acre overall site
and enhance legitimized public access in the future with a commitment to 9
acres of open public space and a culture and skills academy. A provision is
proposed for a further 15 acres of wildlife-protected land on bordering areas of
the site .
It is noted in recent new document submissions a 20% Biodiversity Net Gain in
both on-site and nearby areas through a recent acquired addition to the
applicant's site, achieving twice the national BNG standard, increasing even
further public access and a potential enlargement of the country park and SANG
area. This has the potential to double (excluding water areas) the land area
delivery of any future country park implementation.
The socio-economic benefits identify a training shortage in the Bucks economic
report. There is significant support by Bucks' New university and
Buckinghamshire College Group. Skills and training will be supported for a 10-
year period. Compatibility with Bucks' local skills report, SIP (local skills
improvement program), and support from educational institutions, including both
senior schools, the British Film Commission, Great Marlow, and SWBGS, along
with a commitment to work with all local institutions.
Provision of a community hall for residents and a skills academy for industry.
£750 million inward investment to Bucks, £338 million per annum GVA (gross
value added) economic activity, and a minimum of 300 traineeships per annum
in the first 5 years, as well as the creation of up to 4,180 new jobs. As part of this
780-2,415 jobs will be created through a variety of skill sets .
It is noted that a sustainable travel strategy and investment has been a
challenge in the area for the last few decades .The opportunity appears it can be
accelerated through new public bus and hopper services, walking, and cycling
provisions. Specifically, a new public bus that is proposed between High
Wycombe and Maidenhead and a new East/West hopper bus service between
Bourne End and Marlow. It is also noted that active travel commitment includes
financial incentives for walking/cycling to studios, with government support for
creative industries.
We have noted the Economic growth and regeneration planning application











From:
To: Richard Scott
Subject: Delivered: marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx
Date: 06 September 2023 11:58:18
Attachments: marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx.msg

Your message has been delivered to the following recipients:
Richard Scott (  <mailto  
Subject: marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx

################################ ################################
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From:  
To:
Subject: Film Studios
Date: 08 September 2023 17:00:08

Please can you confirm if the report on Marlow Life Facebook about a letter written by
Cllr Richard Scott to Bucks Planning is correct.

If this report is a true reflection of the facts, I would ask that this letter is rescinded
immediately as it has not been voted or debated by the MTC. It seems to me that Cllr Scott
has acted in a way to suggest that MTC approves the building of the Film Studio without a
proper debate and accounting for local opinion.

I look forward to your urgent response.
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From:
To: Richard Scott; 
Subject: Planning Application 22/06443/FULEA
Date: 09 September 2023 13:35:25

Mr Richard Scott,
I note that you have submitted (6.9.2023) your personal comments as a
member of the public in respect of the above Bucks CC Planning Application.
Your submission is misleading in suggesting that your comments represent
official input on behalf of Marlow Town Council.
This is clearly not the case as the discussion meeting (24.8.2023) you
reference was not an official Council meeting. Nor is it correct to
suggest your submission represents the views of Marlow residents, whom
MTC has not consulted. And as you correctly point out, MTC is not a
statutory consultee in regards this planning application.
I suggest therefore that you/MTC jointly issue a public apology to the
residents of Marlow for misrepresenting them.

Regards

Marlow
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#########################

#########





 
Please can you confirm if the report on Marlow Life Facebook about a letter written
by Cllr Richard Scott to Bucks Planning is correct.
 
If this report is a true reflection of the facts, I would ask that this letter is rescinded
immediately as it has not been voted or debated by the MTC. It seems to me that
Cllr Scott has acted in a way to suggest that MTC approves the building of the Film
Studio without a proper debate and accounting for local opinion.
 
I look forward to your urgent response.
 

 
 
 
 
 

#############################





 
Please can you confirm if the report on Marlow Life Facebook about a letter written
by Cllr Richard Scott to Bucks Planning is correct.
 
If this report is a true reflection of the facts, I would ask that this letter is rescinded
immediately as it has not been voted or debated by the MTC. It seems to me that
Cllr Scott has acted in a way to suggest that MTC approves the building of the Film
Studio without a proper debate and accounting for local opinion.
 
I look forward to your urgent response.
 

 
 
 
 
 

#############################





chris
 
 
 
 





consultation deadline .
If you have any queries, please ring me as I’m travelling today .
Thanks
 
chris
 
 
 
 



From: Richard Scott
To:
Cc:
Bcc: chris Funnell
Subject: Re: Planning Application 22/06443/FULEA
Date: 10 September 2023 16:49:12

Dear 

Thank you for your email, the contents of which I have noted.

The submission to the Buckinghamshire Planning portal was made from a personal account that I use for any
such comments.

The statement, which was agreed by councillors, as individuals, clearly stated that the comments reflected their
personal views and were not those of the legal body of the Town Council.  This was submitted through my
personal account on their collective behalf.

There is nothing further that we wish to add to the comments, which will be included with others, when
summarised for the Strategic Sites committee probably in October.

Kind regards

Richard Scott

Richard Scott  (Sent from Richard's i Pad)

> On 9 Sep 2023, at 14:35,  <  wrote:
>
> Mr Richard Scott,
> I note that you have submitted (6.9.2023) your personal comments as a member of the public in respect of the
above Bucks CC Planning Application.
> Your submission is misleading in suggesting that your comments represent official input on behalf of Marlow
Town Council.
> This is clearly not the case as the discussion meeting (24.8.2023) you reference was not an official Council
meeting. Nor is it correct to suggest your submission represents the views of Marlow residents, whom MTC has
not consulted. And as you correctly point out, MTC is not a statutory consultee in regards this planning
application.
> I suggest therefore that you/MTC jointly issue a public apology to the residents of Marlow for
misrepresenting them.
>
> Regards
>
> 
> Marlow
>
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transmitted. You should therefore carry out your own anti-virus checks before
opening any documents.

















Good Afternoon 
 
I am very concerned about the actions of Richard Scott and Marlow Town Council regarding a
comment on the planning portal about the proposed film studio in Little
Marlow. 22/06443/FULEA
 
The decision was made behind closed doors, without a clerk present and although
submitted as a personal comment on the portal it has been represented as an official
comment from MTC.
 
I believe this comment should be removed as soon as possible. 
 
Kind regards 
 

  
 
 
Sent from my Galaxy
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meeting on Tuesday night, under public participation.  The agenda had already been published
before Cllr Scott’s comments came to light.
 
Little Marlow Parish Council have today submitted the enquiry below to Buckinghamshire
Council.
 
Little Marlow Parish Council would like to invite representatives of Marlow Town Council to
discuss the planning application in an open and transparent forum with members of Little
Marlow Parish Council’s planning committee.  Would it be possible for the Clerk’s of both
councils to discuss and make arrangements?
 
Kind regards,
 

On behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council
 
 
 
 

    
  

 
Dear Buckinghamshire Council,
 
Little Marlow Parish Council would like to draw to your attention a letter submitted by Councillor
Richard Scott of Marlow Town Council, to Buckinghamshire Council’s Planning Authority,
regarding application 22/06443/FULEA Marlow Film Studios (attached).
 
Councillor Scott submitted the letter as a “Member of the Public” and he states that its contents
and stance represents the conclusions of an informal private meeting of Marlow Town Council
members.
 
However, we are concerned that the letter has been interpreted as representing a formal
resolution by Marlow Town Council, particularly as it is signed as “Councillor Richard Scott”.
 
An article in the Daily Mail newspaper about the Film Studio justifies this concern (attached
below).

“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last week decided to
come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project should generate £750 million in
inward investment and £338 million of local economic activity per year”.

 
Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if the actions
taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have breached the code of conduct
and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.
 
Yours faithfully,
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on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council
 

 
 
 
 

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 
 
The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes the
Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior to
visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within three
working days.
 
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This message and its
contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other person without the prior, written,
permission of the sender and may be covered by legal/professional privilege.  If you have
received this message in error, please delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this
message to any person other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.
 
You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other parties under the Act.
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Please can you confirm if the report on Marlow Life Facebook about a letter written
by Cllr Richard Scott to Bucks Planning is correct.
 
If this report is a true reflection of the facts, I would ask that this letter is rescinded
immediately as it has not been voted or debated by the MTC. It seems to me that
Cllr Scott has acted in a way to suggest that MTC approves the building of the Film
Studio without a proper debate and accounting for local opinion.
 
I look forward to your urgent response.
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From:
To: Richard Scott
Subject: RE: Film Studios
Date: 11 September 2023 10:40:19

Hi Richard
 
Apologies, I have just been advised by  that all enquiries regarding this matter should
be forwarded to  for a response.
I can confirm   is a resident.
 
Kind regards     
 
MARLOWTOWNCOUNCIL
Court Garden
Pound Lane
Marlow
Bucks  SL7 2AG
 
T: 01628 484024
 
Please read our privacy policy here https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/Council-Policies.aspx  on how we process
your data, we will not pass on your data to any third party without your consent.
 
This email (including any attachments) is intended only for the named addressee. It may be confidential and
may also contain legally privileged information. If you have received this message in error please notify me by
email or telephone and then delete the message and any copies. Unauthorised use, copying or distribution of
the message or any information contained in it is prohibited.
Every reasonable precaution has been taken to minimise the risk of computer software viruses but liability
cannot be accepted for any damage you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out your
own virus checks before opening the email (and any attachments).
 
 

From: Richard Scott <  
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 10:25 AM
To: <
Subject: Re: Film Studios
 
Thanks. Could you please confirm that Mr  is a resident of Marlow.
Richard

Richard Scott  (Sent from Richard's iPhone)

On 11 Sep 2023, at 11:16, Office <  wrote:

Good day Richard.
 
Please may I ask you to respond to   email below.
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From:  
To:
Subject: Complaint Ref. Marlow Film Studio Planning Application Comment
Date: 11 September 2023 16:18:08

Good Afternoon 

I am very concerned about the actions of Richard Scott and Marlow Town Council
regarding a comment on the planning portal about the proposed film studio in Little
Marlow. 22/06443/FULEA

The decision was made behind closed doors, without a clerk present and although
submitted as a personal comment on the portal it has been represented as an
official comment from MTC.

I believe this comment should be removed as soon as possible. 

Kind regards 

  

Sent from my Galaxy
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by Councillor Richard Scott of Marlow Town Council, to Buckinghamshire Council’s
Planning Authority, regarding application 22/06443/FULEA Marlow Film Studios
(attached).
 
Councillor Scott submitted the letter as a “Member of the Public” and he states
that its contents and stance represents the conclusions of an informal private
meeting of Marlow Town Council members.
 
However, we are concerned that the letter has been interpreted as representing a
formal resolution by Marlow Town Council, particularly as it is signed as “Councillor
Richard Scott”.
 
An article in the Daily Mail newspaper about the Film Studio justifies this concern
(attached below).

“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last
week decided to come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project
should generate £750 million in inward investment and £338 million of local
economic activity per year”.

 
Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if
the actions taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have
breached the code of conduct and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.
 
Yours faithfully,
 

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council
 

-
l

 
 
 
 

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 
 
The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm. 
Sometimes the Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours. 
Please call or email prior to visiting the office make arrangements.  Your

#####################
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email will be responded to within three working days.
 
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This
message and its contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other
person without the prior, written, permission of the sender and may be covered by
legal/professional privilege.  If you have received this message in error, please
delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person
other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.
 
You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other
parties under the Act.
 
 
 
 
 



From: Richard Scott
To:
Cc: Chris Funnell
Subject: Marlow Studio Planning application
Date: 14 September 2023 15:37:15
Attachments: MTC individual Councillor representation - Studio - V2.docx

Dear 

I have been copied on correspondence between the  and
yourself regarding comments I put on to the BC planning portal on 6 September.  As you
are aware, Marlow Town Council is not an official consultee to the application and
because of that, members agreed that they would not submit any formal comments.
 However, to reflect the collective views of individual councillors, a private informal
meeting of councillors was held to discus the application.  The comments were
summarised in the submitted document and were intended to reflect the fact that these
were individual councillor comments, although there was the odd reference to the Town
Council.  Looking at the submission again, I can now see that some confusion could have
arisen.  The comments were submitted using my TC email address, as at the time, that was
the only access I had.

Noting your comments, in the absence of the Council Leader, Chris Funnell, I have re-
written the submission to remove most references to the Town Council as a legal body.
 Cllr Funnell will review over the weekend on return from holiday.

Whist you clearly cannot advise us any any submission, could you perhaps comment that
the statement now makes it clear that the submission is the collective views of individual
councillor s and not the Town Council.

Many thanks

Richard

Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward
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Tel: 
Email: 
 
Buckinghamshire Council | Wycombe Area Office | Queen Victoria Road | High Wycombe |
Buckinghamshire | HP11 1BB
 

Helping Hand

DISCLAIMER FOR BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Any views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender and are not
necessarily those of Buckinghamshire Council unless explicitly stated.

This email and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information
and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.
Any confidential, sensitive or protectively marked material must be handled
accordingly.

If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or
rely on any of the information contained in the email or attachments, and all copies
must be deleted immediately. If you do receive this email in error please notify the
sender immediately and note that confidentiality or privilege is not waived or lost. 

Buckinghamshire Council may monitor the contents of emails sent and received via
its network for the purposes of ensuring compliance with relevant legislation and
the Council’s policies and procedures. All such monitoring will take place in
accordance with relevant legislation including privacy and data protection
legislation. For details of how Buckinghamshire Council uses personal information
please see the Council’s website.

Buckinghamshire Council has scanned this email and attachments for viruses but
does not accept any responsibilities for viruses once this email has been
transmitted. You should therefore carry out your own anti-virus checks before
opening any documents.
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Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 
 
The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes the
Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior to
visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within three
working days.
 
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This message and its
contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other person without the prior, written,
permission of the sender and may be covered by legal/professional privilege.  If you have
received this message in error, please delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this
message to any person other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.
 
You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other parties under the Act.
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Little Marlow Parish Council have today submitted the enquiry below to Buckinghamshire
Council.
 
Little Marlow Parish Council would like to invite representatives of Marlow Town Council to
discuss the planning application in an open and transparent forum with members of Little
Marlow Parish Council’s planning committee.  Would it be possible for the Clerk’s of both
councils to discuss and make arrangements?
 
Kind regards,
 

On behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council
 
 
 
 

    
  

 
Dear Buckinghamshire Council,
 
Little Marlow Parish Council would like to draw to your attention a letter submitted by Councillor
Richard Scott of Marlow Town Council, to Buckinghamshire Council’s Planning Authority,
regarding application 22/06443/FULEA Marlow Film Studios (attached).
 
Councillor Scott submitted the letter as a “Member of the Public” and he states that its contents
and stance represents the conclusions of an informal private meeting of Marlow Town Council
members.
 
However, we are concerned that the letter has been interpreted as representing a formal
resolution by Marlow Town Council, particularly as it is signed as “Councillor Richard Scott”.
 
An article in the Daily Mail newspaper about the Film Studio justifies this concern (attached
below).

“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last week decided to
come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project should generate £750 million in
inward investment and £338 million of local economic activity per year”.

 
Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if the actions
taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have breached the code of conduct
and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.
 
Yours faithfully,
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From: Richard Scott
To: Chris Funnell
Subject: Re: marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx
Date: 15 September 2023 12:53:21

Now received this.

Richard
Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward

On 6 Sep 2023, at 11:58, Chris Funnell <  wrote:

22/06443/FULEA
 
 

 
In  absence can you please send the above members representation to the

 for the above application through our normal
Channels(ie as we would respond with comment to any planning application ) and
copy me into that .The document is not for further circulation other than to the

 
Please make sure that the document is sent today as this marks the end of the
secondary consultation deadline .
If you have any queries, please ring me as I’m travelling today .
Thanks 
 
chris
 
 
 
 
<marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx>
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meeting of Marlow Town Council members.

However, we are concerned that the letter has been interpreted as representing a
formal resolution by Marlow Town Council, particularly as it is signed as “Councillor
Richard Scott”.

An article in the Daily Mail newspaper about the Film Studio justifies this concern
(attached below).
“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last week
decided to come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project should
generate £750 million in inward investment and £338 million of local economic
activity per year”.

Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if
the actions taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have
breached the code of conduct and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.

Yours faithfully,

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 

The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes
the Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior
to visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within
three working days.

This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This
message and its contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other
person without the prior, written, permission of the sender and may be covered by
legal/professional privilege.  If you have received this message in error, please
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delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person
other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.

You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other
parties under the Act.

<22_06443_FULEA-NEIGHBOUR_COMMENT__SUPPORT__SUBMITTED_ONLINE-
4279032.pdf>
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the actions taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have
breached the code of conduct and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.

Yours faithfully,

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council

l

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 

The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes
the Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior
to visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within
three working days.

This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This
message and its contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other
person without the prior, written, permission of the sender and may be covered by
legal/professional privilege.  If you have received this message in error, please
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delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person
other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.

You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other
parties under the Act.
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From: Richard Scott
To:
Cc: Chris Funnell
Subject: Marlow Studio Planning application
Date: 14 September 2023 15:37:15
Attachments: MTC individual Councillor representation - Studio - V2.docx

Dear 

I have been copied on correspondence between the  and
yourself regarding comments I put on to the BC planning portal on 6 September.  As you
are aware, Marlow Town Council is not an official consultee to the application and
because of that, members agreed that they would not submit any formal comments.
 However, to reflect the collective views of individual councillors, a private informal
meeting of councillors was held to discus the application.  The comments were
summarised in the submitted document and were intended to reflect the fact that these
were individual councillor comments, although there was the odd reference to the Town
Council.  Looking at the submission again, I can now see that some confusion could have
arisen.  The comments were submitted using my TC email address, as at the time, that was
the only access I had.

Noting your comments, in the absence of the Council Leader, Chris Funnell, I have re-
written the submission to remove most references to the Town Council as a legal body.
 Cllr Funnell will review over the weekend on return from holiday.

Whist you clearly cannot advise us any any submission, could you perhaps comment that
the statement now makes it clear that the submission is the collective views of individual
councillor s and not the Town Council.

Many thanks

Richard

Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward

########################

#############

################################







 
   

   
 
Dear Buckinghamshire Council,
 
Little Marlow Parish Council would like to draw to your attention a letter submitted
by Councillor Richard Scott of Marlow Town Council, to Buckinghamshire Council’s
Planning Authority, regarding application 22/06443/FULEA Marlow Film Studios
(attached).
 
Councillor Scott submitted the letter as a “Member of the Public” and he states
that its contents and stance represents the conclusions of an informal private
meeting of Marlow Town Council members.
 
However, we are concerned that the letter has been interpreted as representing a
formal resolution by Marlow Town Council, particularly as it is signed as “Councillor
Richard Scott”.
 
An article in the Daily Mail newspaper about the Film Studio justifies this concern
(attached below).

“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last
week decided to come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project
should generate £750 million in inward investment and £338 million of local
economic activity per year”.

 
Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if
the actions taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have
breached the code of conduct and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.
 
Yours faithfully,
 

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council
 

l
 
 
 
 

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
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Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 
 
The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm. 
Sometimes the Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours. 
Please call or email prior to visiting the office make arrangements.  Your
email will be responded to within three working days.
 
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This
message and its contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other
person without the prior, written, permission of the sender and may be covered by
legal/professional privilege.  If you have received this message in error, please
delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person
other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.
 
You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other
parties under the Act.
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Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
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may be covered by legal/professional privilege.  If you have received this message in error, please delete
immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person other than the named addressee does
not waive confidentiality.

You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and
GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other parties under the Act.
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From:
To: Chris Funnell
Subject: Automatic reply: Bucks Free Press: Public meeting petition on Marlow Film Studios
Date: 19 September 2023 12:08:50

Thank you for your email, we aim to respond within 5 working days.

#########









 
 





 I am writing to express my concerns about the approach taken by Marlow Town Council in its
consideration of the Marlow Film Studio project.

For a matter of such importance can you please help me understand why:

The matter was discussed at a members-only meeting, not a formal meeting of the council with
a clerk present?
The comment was submitted by, Richard Scott, classifying as a "member of the public" although
then putting in the text that it was relaying the views of Marlow Town Council. Perhaps it would
have been better submitted by the leader of the council under "Other Interested Parties"

The comments made on behalf of the council do not mention any concerns or possible negative
impacts of the scheme on the town. Were none really raised at the meeting? Also Mr Scott mentions
the 2:1 support for the scheme based on submissions to the Buckinghamshire Council website which it
is stated  aligns with the messaging from Marlow residents. Can you advise please what data the 2:1
support from Marlow residents is based on?

As my local councillor I'd be interested to understand more about your own views. I see that you
declared yourself to be neutral on the matter. I assume that this is not due to any conflict with your role
on Buckinghamshire Council, but is because given the balance of the arguments you are not
persuaded either way? If so can you tell me what you see as the likely positive impacts and the likely
negative impacts if the development were to go ahead?

My personal view is that the studio plan should be rejected. I think that the prime objective of the
proposers is their own financial gain (via their Guernsey based company), with very little commercial
likely benefit likely for the town but with traffic congestion increasing and air quality decreasing - in
addition to the loss of green belt land.

Also, given its importance I couldn't find any mention of the film studios in recent edition of the
Marlovian. The top item in the town council news being new litter bins in the High Street; surely the
studio application is of greater significance to residents?

Can I suggest that the council convenes a public meeting to fully explain its position and to get input
from local residents. It could then follow this with a formal council meeting, providing the opportunity to
reconsider its position in light of the debate.

I'd be interested in your views.

-- 
Regards,
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Any views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender and are not
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This email and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information
and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.
Any confidential, sensitive or protectively marked material must be handled
accordingly.

If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or
rely on any of the information contained in the email or attachments, and all copies
must be deleted immediately. If you do receive this email in error please notify the
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the Council’s policies and procedures. All such monitoring will take place in
accordance with relevant legislation including privacy and data protection
legislation. For details of how Buckinghamshire Council uses personal information
please see the Council’s website.

Buckinghamshire Council has scanned this email and attachments for viruses but
does not accept any responsibilities for viruses once this email has been
transmitted. You should therefore carry out your own anti-virus checks before
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meeting of Marlow Town Council members.

However, we are concerned that the letter has been interpreted as representing a
formal resolution by Marlow Town Council, particularly as it is signed as “Councillor
Richard Scott”.

An article in the Daily Mail newspaper about the Film Studio justifies this concern
(attached below).
“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last week
decided to come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project should
generate £750 million in inward investment and £338 million of local economic
activity per year”.

Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if
the actions taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have
breached the code of conduct and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.

Yours faithfully,

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 

The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes
the Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior
to visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within
three working days.

This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This
message and its contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other
person without the prior, written, permission of the sender and may be covered by
legal/professional privilege.  If you have received this message in error, please

#####################

#####################

##############################

################################

################################

##################



delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person
other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.

You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other
parties under the Act.
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From:
To:  
Subject: FW: Planning matters: Liston Court, Film Studio proposal
Date: 25 September 2023 09:27:00

Hi  for your info.
 
Kind regards     
 
MARLOWTOWNCOUNCIL
Court Garden
Pound Lane
Marlow
Bucks  SL7 2AG
 
T: 01628 484024
 
Please read our privacy policy here https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/Council-Policies.aspx  on how we process your data,
we will not pass on your data to any third party without your consent.
 
This email (including any attachments) is intended only for the named addressee. It may be confidential and may also
contain legally privileged information. If you have received this message in error please notify me by email or
telephone and then delete the message and any copies. Unauthorised use, copying or distribution of the message or
any information contained in it is prohibited.
Every reasonable precaution has been taken to minimise the risk of computer software viruses but liability cannot be
accepted for any damage you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out your own virus checks
before opening the email (and any attachments).
 
 

From:   <  
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2023 7:24 PM
To: Richard Scott <
Cc: <
Subject: Planning matters: Liston Court, Film Studio proposal
 
Dear Councillor Scott
 
As Marlow Town Council Chairman for Planning, I would like to bring to your attention the following
recent  failures of proper democratic process, where decisions seem to have been made without
involving your electorate. Councillors only have delegated responsibilities, and must reflect decision
making based on proper consultation and public discussion. They are not authorised to hold private
meetings and then act as a ‘Council’ to approve matters, as has been claimed in the local press.
 
1. The works ongoing in Liston Court are creating what amounts to a default ‘town square’ which may
be considered a change of use, in blocking over a former green space, in a Conservation Area, originally
gifted to Marlow by a . Expansion of the retail / cafe area and
diminution of habitat/ tree zones should be subject to proper planning process, being mindful that
Conservation Area status covers both buildings and environmental habitats. 
I can find no Planning reference number for the activity ongoing. 
The artists impression displayed at the site is deeply misleading, but appears endorsed by both Marlow
Town Council and Bucks CC.
( illustrations below) 
 
2. The Film Studio proposal is another example where proper process appears not to have been
followed, the Town Council sending a letter of approval without full public discussion. Given the amount
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of lobbying by Dido Properties, the necessity for a democratic counter balance is even greater. 
 
Going forward, I hope Marlow Town Council will review their recent activity and ensure Planning
 process is followed, including revoking any approvals sent without proper consultation.
 
Yours sincerely

 
 

 
( 

######## ###########################
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Sent from my iPad



From: Chris Funnell
To:
Subject: FW: Representation amendment on submission 22/06443/FULEA
Date: 23 September 2023 10:26:00

 
 

Chris Funnell

Chris Funnell
Council Leader
 
MARLOWTOWNCOUNCIL
Court Garden
Pound Lane
Marlow
Bucks  SL7 2AG
 
T: 01628 484024
M
 
Please read our privacy policy here https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/Council-Policies.aspx  on how we process
your data, we will not pass on your data to any third party without your consent.
 
This email (including any attachments) is intended only for the named addressee. It may be confidential and
may also contain legally privileged information. If you have received this message in error please notify me by
email or telephone and then delete the message and any copies. Unauthorised use, copying or distribution of
the message or any information contained in it is prohibited.
Every reasonable precaution has been taken to minimise the risk of computer software viruses but liability
cannot be accepted for any damage you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out your
own virus checks before opening the email (and any attachments).
 
 
 

From: Chris Funnell 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2023 8:56 PM
To: 
Subject: Representation amendment on submission 22/06443/FULEA
 
ATTN -the planning officer ref- application 22/06443/FULEA
 
 
In my capacity as leader of Marlow Town Council I have reviewed a representation submission in

detail made on my behalf by Cllr Scott dated the 6th of September 2023 to the planning portal
which I approved and asked him to also submit on my behalf during my annual leave.
I am satisfied that the content of the collective representation and observation was clear but
that some of the content was misleading in that it was not the case that Marlow Town Council
informally consulted members.  
 
By way of clarification this is to highlight that the comments made on 6 September 2023 were a
collective view of the following Marlow constituency Councillors that wished to support this
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From: Richard Scott
To: Chris Funnell
Subject: Fwd: Marlow Film Studios
Date: 19 September 2023 15:14:23

Do you want to answer? Or me?

Richard
Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward

Begin forwarded message:

From:  <
Subject: Marlow Film Studios
Date: 19 September 2023 at 14:48:00 BST
To: "  <

Dear Councillor Scott

I am hoping that you can clear something up for me.

I have noticed that the town council have commented in favour of the
film studios planning application on the Buckinghamshire council
planning site.
Apparently the decision to support the application was taken at a
private, unofficial, members only meeting on 24th August.
I am puzzled as to what type of meeting this was. All council meetings
are supposed to be public and as such advertised to the public and
minutes produced. There are, I believe rare occasions when sensitive
issues need to be discussed, when meetings can exclude the public
but this does not seem to be the case with this meeting.

The comment is posted as coming from yourself as a  member of the
public. It is claimed it is not an official meeting but official titles are
used, a conflict of interest  was declared and a final vote taken which is
what is puzzling me. The council's support is also being quoted in
national newspapers so it is not being seen as unofficial.

I hope you will be able to tell me what sort of meeting this was, where it
took place and whether there are any minutes.

I look forward to hearing from you.
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DISCLAIMER FOR BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

Any views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender and are not
necessarily those of Buckinghamshire Council unless explicitly stated.

This email and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information
and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed. Any confidential, sensitive or protectively marked material must be
handled accordingly.

If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or
rely on any of the information contained in the email or attachments, and all copies
must be deleted immediately. If you do receive this email in error please notify the
sender immediately and note that confidentiality or privilege is not waived or lost. 

Buckinghamshire Council may monitor the contents of emails sent and received
via its network for the purposes of ensuring compliance with relevant legislation
and the Council’s policies and procedures. All such monitoring will take place in
accordance with relevant legislation including privacy and data protection
legislation. For details of how Buckinghamshire Council uses personal information
please see the Council’s website.

Buckinghamshire Council has scanned this email and attachments for viruses but
does not accept any responsibilities for viruses once this email has been
transmitted. You should therefore carry out your own anti-virus checks before
opening any documents.







required immediate access, will cause physical suffering for many.
 
The support MTC have shown, to make a few wealthy individuals even wealthier, at the expense
of so many individuals is incredible sad. It feels like you have just banged more nails into our
coffins. If your parents lived here, would you be supporting such a project that causes so much
suffering?
 
Regards
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Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 
 
The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes the
Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior to
visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within three
working days.
 
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This message and its
contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other person without the prior, written,
permission of the sender and may be covered by legal/professional privilege.  If you have
received this message in error, please delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this
message to any person other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.
 
You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other parties under the Act.
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(attached below).
“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last week
decided to come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project should
generate £750 million in inward investment and £338 million of local economic
activity per year”.

Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if
the actions taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have
breached the code of conduct and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.

Yours faithfully,

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 

The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes
the Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior
to visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within
three working days.

This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This
message and its contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other
person without the prior, written, permission of the sender and may be covered by
legal/professional privilege.  If you have received this message in error, please
delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person
other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.

You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other
parties under the Act.
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meeting of Marlow Town Council members.

However, we are concerned that the letter has been interpreted as representing a
formal resolution by Marlow Town Council, particularly as it is signed as “Councillor
Richard Scott”.

An article in the Daily Mail newspaper about the Film Studio justifies this concern
(attached below).
“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last week
decided to come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project should
generate £750 million in inward investment and £338 million of local economic
activity per year”.

Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if
the actions taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have
breached the code of conduct and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.

Yours faithfully,

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council
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message and its contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other
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delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person
other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.

You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other
parties under the Act.
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breached the code of conduct and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.

Yours faithfully,

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 

The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes
the Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior
to visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within
three working days.

This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This
message and its contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other
person without the prior, written, permission of the sender and may be covered by
legal/professional privilege.  If you have received this message in error, please
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delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this message to any person
other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.

You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other
parties under the Act.

<22_06443_FULEA-NEIGHBOUR_COMMENT__SUPPORT__SUBMITTED_ONLINE-
4279032.pdf>
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On behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council
 
 
 
 

    
  

 
Dear Buckinghamshire Council,
 
Little Marlow Parish Council would like to draw to your attention a letter submitted by Councillor
Richard Scott of Marlow Town Council, to Buckinghamshire Council’s Planning Authority,
regarding application 22/06443/FULEA Marlow Film Studios (attached).
 
Councillor Scott submitted the letter as a “Member of the Public” and he states that its contents
and stance represents the conclusions of an informal private meeting of Marlow Town Council
members.
 
However, we are concerned that the letter has been interpreted as representing a formal
resolution by Marlow Town Council, particularly as it is signed as “Councillor Richard Scott”.
 
An article in the Daily Mail newspaper about the Film Studio justifies this concern (attached
below).

“This, in turn, is one of the main reasons why Marlow Town Council last week decided to
come in behind the studio plans, adding that the project should generate £750 million in
inward investment and £338 million of local economic activity per year”.

 
Little Marlow Parish Council requests that you review this matter to determine if the actions
taken by Councillor Richard Scott and his fellow members have breached the code of conduct
and brought Marlow Town Council into disrepute.
 
Yours faithfully,
 

on behalf of Little Marlow Parish Council
 

 
 
 

  

Little Marlow Parish Council
Community Offices
The Pavilion
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Church Road
Little Marlow
Buckinghamshire SL7 3RS
Tel: 
 
The office opening hours are Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 1.30pm.  Sometimes the
Clerk is called to outside meetings during these hours.  Please call or email prior to
visiting the office make arrangements.  Your email will be responded to within three
working days.
 
This message is intended solely for the addressee and may be confidential.  This message and its
contents may not be used, copied or distributed to any other person without the prior, written,
permission of the sender and may be covered by legal/professional privilege.  If you have
received this message in error, please delete immediately and notify the sender.  Delivery of this
message to any person other than the named addressee does not waive confidentiality.
 
You should be aware that all emails sent to the Council are subject to the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and GDPR 2018 therefore may be disclosed to other parties under the Act.
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From: Chris Funnell
To: Richard Scott
Subject: RE: Marlow Film Studios
Date: 19 September 2023 15:49:55

I will to keep consistent
 

Chris Funnell

Chris Funnell
Council Leader
 
MARLOWTOWNCOUNCIL
Court Garden
Pound Lane
Marlow
Bucks  SL7 2AG
 
T: 01628 484024
M
 
Please read our privacy policy here https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/Council-Policies.aspx  on how we process
your data, we will not pass on your data to any third party without your consent.
 
This email (including any attachments) is intended only for the named addressee. It may be confidential and
may also contain legally privileged information. If you have received this message in error please notify me by
email or telephone and then delete the message and any copies. Unauthorised use, copying or distribution of
the message or any information contained in it is prohibited.
Every reasonable precaution has been taken to minimise the risk of computer software viruses but liability
cannot be accepted for any damage you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out your
own virus checks before opening the email (and any attachments).
 
 
 

From: Richard Scott <  
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 3:14 PM
To: Chris Funnell <
Subject: Fwd: Marlow Film Studios
 
Do you want to answer? Or me?
 
 
Richard
Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward
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From: Chris Funnell
To: Richard Scott
Subject: RE: Marlow Film Studios
Date: 19 September 2023 15:49:00

I will to keep consistent
 

Chris Funnell

Chris Funnell
Council Leader
 
MARLOWTOWNCOUNCIL
Court Garden
Pound Lane
Marlow
Bucks  SL7 2AG
 
T: 01628 484024
M
 
Please read our privacy policy here https://www.marlow-tc.gov.uk/Council-Policies.aspx  on how we process
your data, we will not pass on your data to any third party without your consent.
 
This email (including any attachments) is intended only for the named addressee. It may be confidential and
may also contain legally privileged information. If you have received this message in error please notify me by
email or telephone and then delete the message and any copies. Unauthorised use, copying or distribution of
the message or any information contained in it is prohibited.
Every reasonable precaution has been taken to minimise the risk of computer software viruses but liability
cannot be accepted for any damage you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out your
own virus checks before opening the email (and any attachments).
 
 
 

From: Richard Scott <  
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 3:14 PM
To: Chris Funnell <
Subject: Fwd: Marlow Film Studios
 
Do you want to answer? Or me?
 
 
Richard
Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward
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From: Richard Scott
To: Chris Funnell
Subject: Re: marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx
Date: 15 September 2023 12:53:19

Now received this.

Richard
Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward

On 6 Sep 2023, at 11:58, Chris Funnell <  wrote:

22/06443/FULEA
 
 

 
In  absence can you please send the above members representation to the

  for the above application through our normal
Channels(ie as we would respond with comment to any planning application ) and
copy me into that .The document is not for further circulation other than to the

 
Please make sure that the document is sent today as this marks the end of the
secondary consultation deadline .
If you have any queries, please ring me as I’m travelling today .
Thanks 
 
chris
 
 
 
 
<marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx>
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From: Richard Scott
To: Chris Funnell
Subject: Re: marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx
Date: 15 September 2023 12:53:21

Now received this.

Richard
Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward

On 6 Sep 2023, at 11:58, Chris Funnell <  wrote:

22/06443/FULEA
 
 

 
In  absence can you please send the above members representation to the

  for the above application through our normal
Channels(ie as we would respond with comment to any planning application ) and
copy me into that .The document is not for further circulation other than to the

 
Please make sure that the document is sent today as this marks the end of the
secondary consultation deadline .
If you have any queries, please ring me as I’m travelling today .
Thanks 
 
chris
 
 
 
 
<marlow fim MTC repersenattion.docx>
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From: Richard Scott
To:
Cc: Chris Funnell
Subject: Re: Planning matters: Liston Court, Film Studio proposal
Date: 23 September 2023 08:03:20

Dear  

Thank you for your email, the contents of which I have noted.  I have copied it to the
Council Leader, Cllr Chris Funnell, for him to reply to you.

Thank you for contacting me.

Kind regards

Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward

On 22 Sep 2023, at 19:24,  <  wrote:

Dear Councillor Scott

As Marlow Town Council Chairman for Planning, I would like to bring to
your attention the following recent  failures of proper democratic process,
where decisions seem to have been made without involving your electorate.
Councillors only have delegated responsibilities, and must reflect decision
making based on proper consultation and public discussion. They are not
authorised to hold private meetings and then act as a ‘Council’ to approve
matters, as has been claimed in the local press.

1. The works ongoing in Liston Court are creating what amounts to a default
‘town square’ which may be considered a change of use, in blocking over a
former green space, in a Conservation Area, originally gifted to Marlow by a

. Expansion of the retail / cafe area and
diminution of habitat/ tree zones should be subject to proper planning process,
being mindful that Conservation Area status covers both buildings and
environmental habitats. 
I can find no Planning reference number for the activity ongoing. 
The artists impression displayed at the site is deeply misleading, but appears
endorsed by both Marlow Town Council and Bucks CC.
( illustrations below) 

2. The Film Studio proposal is another example where proper process
appears not to have been followed, the Town Council sending a letter of
approval without full public discussion. Given the amount of lobbying by
Dido Properties, the necessity for a democratic counter balance is even
greater. 
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From: Richard Scott
To:
Cc: Chris Funnell
Subject: Re: Planning matters: Liston Court, Film Studio proposal
Date: 23 September 2023 08:03:21

Dear  

Thank you for your email, the contents of which I have noted.  I have copied it to the
Council Leader, Cllr Chris Funnell, for him to reply to you.

Thank you for contacting me.

Kind regards

Cllr Richard Scott 
Town Councillor 
Marlow South Ward

On 22 Sep 2023, at 19:24,  wrote:

Dear Councillor Scott

As Marlow Town Council Chairman for Planning, I would like to bring to
your attention the following recent  failures of proper democratic process,
where decisions seem to have been made without involving your electorate.
Councillors only have delegated responsibilities, and must reflect decision
making based on proper consultation and public discussion. They are not
authorised to hold private meetings and then act as a ‘Council’ to approve
matters, as has been claimed in the local press.

1. The works ongoing in Liston Court are creating what amounts to a default
‘town square’ which may be considered a change of use, in blocking over a
former green space, in a Conservation Area, originally gifted to Marlow by a

. Expansion of the retail / cafe area and
diminution of habitat/ tree zones should be subject to proper planning process,
being mindful that Conservation Area status covers both buildings and
environmental habitats. 
I can find no Planning reference number for the activity ongoing. 
The artists impression displayed at the site is deeply misleading, but appears
endorsed by both Marlow Town Council and Bucks CC.
( illustrations below) 

2. The Film Studio proposal is another example where proper process
appears not to have been followed, the Town Council sending a letter of
approval without full public discussion. Given the amount of lobbying by
Dido Properties, the necessity for a democratic counter balance is even
greater. 
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My purpose in writing to you in your capacity as Clerk to MTC is to register a formal complaint
regarding the process which led to the comment lodged on the BC Planning Portal re this
application by Cllr Richard Scott.

The basis of my complaint is that the meeting to which he refers in his comment which was

apparently held on 24th August 2023 was unconstitutional, was not appropriately convened or
minuted and the ‘conclusions’ were added to the planning portal in such a way as to appear to
represent the views of MTC as a democratically elected body.

MTC has previously persisted in refusing to either engage its constituents or to hold a suitable
meeting at which their views might be aired and a well-informed discussion could be
appropriately conducted and minuted.  This refusal has been made on the basis that MTC is not
a statutory consultee. However it has long been recognised by the Council that this application is
of major significance to Marlow residents and about which there are opinions and evidence both
in support and in objection.

The claims made by Cllr Scott regarding the level of support for this application are misleading as
many representations in support have come from individuals with no local connections or
interest and the assessment of the potential benefits and promises made by Dido Properties
should have taken account of the fact that the applicant is not in a position to deliver or keep
them as is not a functioning business, merely a property development company. The note made
about the still unresolved travel plans fails to do justice to the very significant upheaval and
damage to residents’ lifestyles that approval of the application will entail.
 
In summary I must ask you to ensure that Cllr Scott’s letter is withdrawn and that when MTC
convenes to review the application it is done with the due notice being given at a formally
constituted and minuted meeting.

I look forward to receiving your reply with further detail about how my complaint is to be dealt
with.
 
Best wishes
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cannot be accepted for any damage you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out your
own virus checks before opening the email (and any attachments).
 
 
 






