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WHAT A SPECIAL TOWN WE LIVE IN
It has been a busy year, but that is what you expect in
such a very special town. I am so proud to be part of this
community and to have served for a third term as your
Mayor. As well as busy, it has been a year of change. We
wished our Town Clerk Annie Jones a happy retirement
and welcomed Hilary Martin to the role.
We amalgamated three events into one called ‘Celebrate
Marlow’, held at the Crowne Plaza. A perfect opportunity
to thank all those who do so much for our town, who are
often not recognised. The next Celebrate lunch will be on
30th September this year. Please do let us know of any
unsung heroes that you think should be invited.
Our Switch On event with Russell Brand in November
was extremely successful. Though considered
controversial, he was brilliant and the High Street was
buzzing. The lights were magnificent again, so a very big
‘thank you’ to all our sponsors.

Stop Press!

Fantastic news just in, Bucks County Council
will not install parking meters on our High Street!
Thank you to all our residents, The Chamber and
The Marlow Society, for your support. The petition
and consultation worked. Together we achieved the
best result for the Town.
We have also met with BCC and WDC together to ask
them to review the parking in Marlow jointly. We believe
the only way to address the town-wide parking issue is
for these two authorities to work together as Marlow is
at capacity! We have presented them with our outline
scheme for decked parking in the centre of Marlow,
though we won’t hear anything on this until the Parking
Review currently underway by WDC of the district-wide
off-street car parking, has been received.
In another key step, MTC has already supported BID.
Co., the business improvement district, to help facilitate
projects that move parking away from residential streets
back into Globe Business Park. Several businesses

and clubs already have projects approved or in process
to increase employment-based parking and reduce
congestion in town.
We are looking into ways in which we can light the
bridge again and are currently working with Bucks for
the necessary permissions. We are also working closely
with BCC on measures to understand the loading on the
bridge, with a view to changing the weight restriction to
restrict heavy vehicles.
My chosen charity this year was Macmillan Cancer
Support it is a great cause and I hope as well as raising
funds for this wonderful charity, I have also managed
to increase awareness of the great work they do. If you
would like to make a last minute contribution to the
charity, please donate to Sort Code 30-95-36
A/C 03635900, the Mayor’s Charity Account. Thank you.
Volunteering is a great part of our community and I would
like to thank you for all your hard work and support in
this Mayoral year, with a special thank you to my fellow
councillors, especially Chris Funnell, my deputy. I would
also like to thank the officers for the sterling work they
do in running the office and supporting us and you, in
keeping our town special.
I have very much enjoyed representing our town and
thank you for your support. So as I end this year of
change, there are still further changes ahead when the
decision is made on Unitary Authority. We as a town
welcome the opportunity to take on more responsibility.
We have a beautiful town, with great people, and I know
we are the envy of many towns around us.

Let’s all do what we can to keep Marlow the
thriving and buzzy market town that it is.

Jocelyn Towns
Town Mayor

Report
Resources
Committee 2017/18

Chairman, Cllr Richard Scott
The prime responsibility of the Resources Committee is to
manage all financial and administration services required
by the Town Council. It meets six times during the year
and residents are welcome to attend the meetings. The
Committee seeks to maximise the Town Council element
of your Council Tax to provide excellent value for money in
procuring and administering services for residents.
In the last financial year, which ended on 31st March
2018, a small surplus was realised on our general fund;
this will be added to our reserves to ensure future
financial stability. This surplus arose through good levels
of income and prudent management of our expenses.
In terms of our regular expenditure, this was the second
year of absorbing responsibility for devolved services
for grass cutting and other maintenance matters from
the District and County Councils. Your Council has
continued to provide an improved service and has been
able to act more quickly to residents’ requests in dealing
with maintenance issues. We will look to take on further
devolved services, if appropriate to do so.
We have continued with the publication of the well-liked
Marlovian magazine, which is distributed to all properties
in the town, but for the first time have had to pay for its
distribution costs. The majority of other expenditure was
close to our approved budget.
As part of our Vision of keeping Marlow an attractive and
vibrant place to live, visit and work, we continue to provide
the following services to a very high standard:
• ‘Celebrate Marlow’ is now firmly fixed in the calendar.
• Floral Town from May to October.
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• Expanded provision of Christmas lights.
• Provision of another successful ‘Switch On and Shop’
event to launch Marlow’s Christmas festivities.
• Maintenance of all our play areas and green spaces.
• Grants and donations to local organisations totalling
over £7,000.
• Provision of half the cost of a dedicated Police
Community Support Officer and support for the
Community Payback scheme.
• Town Cemetery and allotments maintained.
• Support for the town bus service.
Your Council has strong general and earmarked reserves
and we have taken the decision to use some of those
over the coming months to improve the town and its
infrastructure further. These include:
• £35,000 for a safer ‘refuge’ between the Causeway to
Higginson Park.
• £13,000 on new bus shelters in Henley Road (two),
Wilshire Road and at the junction of Newtown Road
with Little Marlow Road.
• £20,000 on improving the footpaths and street scene in
Spittal Street jointly with Wycombe District Council and
Sorbon Estates.
• £25,000 for new electrical infrastructure to ensure our
Christmas lights remain effective.
• £1,700 for gateway signs at two entrances to the town.
• £35,000 for the possible lighting our world-famous
bridge across the Thames.
We are pleased to confirm that the Town Council element
of your overall Council Tax bill will not increase for the year
to 31st March 2019 and the annual charge for the average
Band D property remains less than £1 per week. With
good levels of reserves, your Council remains financially
strong.

Winter 2013

Planning, Environment & Transport

Committee

Marlow Town Council is a statutory consultee to the
local planning authority Wycombe District Council. The
Planning, Environment and Transport (PET) Committee
meets every three weeks to review planning applications
within the Marlow town boundary. The bulk of the
applications reviewed each year are for minor extensions
or changes of use and we have a strong correlation with
the Planning Authority findings.
The New Local Plan has now been submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate by Wycombe District Council. We
suspect there may be a challenge by IM Land regarding
the green belt immediately to the north of Marlow, but we
believe that the case for Green Belt retention is well made.
Several major developments are now nearing completion
including the former Police Station site, Windsor House
on the junction of Dean Street with Spittal Street and the
Portlands site. Works are about to commence on the
movement of the pedestrian crossing on Dean Street and
the improvements to pavement, drainage and lighting on
Spittal Street.
Marlow Sports Club’s plans for a replacement building
have now been approved; these will ultimately result in
much-improved accommodation facilities.

www.marlow-tc.gov.uk
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The Marlow Flood Relief Scheme is nearing completion,
which will bring about the reinstatement of Gossmore
Park playing field and greatly reduce the risk of flooding in
the Gossmore and Pound Lane neighbourhoods.
We are always mindful of the challenge of parking
availability in the town, largely brought about by the
vibrancy of the town itself, but solutions which satisfy
residents, shoppers and inward commuters (all of whom
are essential to the viability of the town) prove to be very
challenging. We are working with both the District and
County Councils (who hold responsibility for off-street
and on-street parking respectively) and have suggested
decking the Central Car Park with a partially sunken
ground floor as an option. We are also pressing the
District Council for the provision of additional off-street
parking. We are still pursuing the case for free onstreet parking with the County Council, who are yet to
announce the results of the recent consultations at time of
going to press.
We are working with the District and County Councils to
examine options for reducing pollution levels around the
town centre on Spittal St, High St and West St. We will
update you when we have firm proposals on this.
The Committee is looking forward to another busy and
productive year for Marlow.
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Chairman, Cllr Neil Marshall

Report
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Vision Update
Town Mayor, Cllr Jocelyn Towns
Our 10 Year Vision for the town is at the heart of all we do
to make Marlow the most attractive and vibrant riverside
town in the Thames Valley. The Vision has now completed
its sixth year, after another busy 12 months.
Our ‘Floral Town’ hanging baskets will soon be installed,
you will have seen that the summer bunting is already in
place, in time for the May Fair.
In recent months the Transition Town market has moved
to The Causeway and takes place on the first Saturday
of every month. It sells artisan food and crafts, and is
growing from strength to strength, it is lovely to have an
outdoor market in the town centre once again.
The ‘Taste of Democracy’ initiative, launched last year,
continues to be a popular event in the primary and junior
schools of Marlow and we plan to repeat the project in
coming years. The children really appreciated learning
about the democratic voting process, and it seemed to
capture their imagination.
The EA continues to manage our flood issues. The flood
protection scheme is almost finished. We now look
forward to the completed works in the summer.
We have replaced the old bus shelters with smart new
ones on the Henley Road at the corner of Pound Lane,
Spinfield Lane and Wiltshire Road. A brand new shelter
will be erected on the junction of Newtown Road and
Little Marlow Road imminently.
A number of defibrillators will be installed around the town
using some of our redundant telephone boxes. Financed
by our WDC Councillors using their ward budgets, so
thank you all for the contribution.

We have worked with BCC to improve the road crossing
from the Causeway to Higginson Park by putting in a
refuge, and funding has been agreed for this work to
start.
The French market came back to Higginson Park on bank
holiday weekend. It comes here each May Bank Holiday
and is always a very welcome sight.
A number of Councillors and volunteers donned their litter
pickers and rubbish bags and went out around the town
collecting litter. This is something that needs doing on
a regular basis and I am very happy to gather groups of
volunteers together to go out as often as necessary to the
many areas where rubbish is a problem. Join us on our
next litter pick; dates will be advised.
We have been waiting on Spittal Street improvements and
are pleased to confirm that they have now started. This
will involve a night-time working team so that disruption
during the day will be at a minimum. This will greatly
improve this entrance to the town.
New gateways into the town from the Henley Road and
Seymour Park Road will be installed soon. As well as
welcoming, they help to calm the traffic.
Marlow is a lovely town and we would like to thank you for
being such a supportive community. Your involvement is
much appreciated in helping with our Vision:

“To make Marlow the most attractive and
vibrant Riverside town in the Thames Valley.”
If you have any suggestions or ideas that you think would
help us, please do share them, email
office@marlow-tc.gov.uk.

